
As the Orange County Great 
Park’s Board Chairman has 
proclaimed “the Great Park 
Balloon will be an icon of the 
Park, which all visitors and 
passers-by, ( Interstate 5), will 
recognize.”  This massive, 
helium-filled, orange-colored 
balloon will ascend 500 feet  
giving its 25 passengers an 
eagle’s eye view of the former 
El Toro Marine Corp Air Sta-
tion (MCAS), before being 
winched back to earth. 
 
Rich Gibson, Operations Man-
ager of Recycled Materials 
Company of California (RMC-
Ca), directed the accelerated 
schedule of concrete and 
asphalt pavement removals in 
order for the balloon launch 
area construction to begin 
(see pic above).  
 

The project’s public relations 
staff is expecting 3,000 visi-
tors on the inaugural launch 
day of July 14th.   RMC-Ca and 
many of the Park’s designers 
and agencies have been in-
vited to display products or 
processes, drawing the pub-
lic’s attention to the project’s 
“Focus on Sustainability”. 

The project designers have 
incorporated several recycled 
and reclaimed project materi-
als into the sustainable pro-
ject design.  It will be the first 
exposure for RMC-Ca’s newly 
named “El Toro Stone” which 
the RMC-Ca crew harvested 
from the former runway. 
 
RMC-Ca personnel will display 
the many recycled aggregate 
products we intend to pro-
duce on-site ranging from the 
very large “El Toro Stone” to 
the colorfully-dyed recycled 
concrete fines.   
 
RMC-Ca will show programs 
previously aired on The Learn-
ing Channel and History Chan-
nel regarding RMCI and our 
Stapleton Project successes. 
 
The guillotine breaker will also 
be on display at this event.  
Its presence will help answer 
questions like,  “how do you 
break such thick concrete?”     
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RMCI will have our an-
nual Safety/Summer 
Picnic on Saturday, July 
21st. Keep your eyes open 
for inserts in with pay 
stubs for more informa-
tion.   
 
Also, July is nearly here 
and we have several em-
ployees who are eligible 
to enroll in RMCI’s 401K 
plan.  Please contact 
Elaine for the necessary 
paperwork to  start your 
retirement savings now!! 
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“Name That Stone” Contest 
Winner: The recycled runways 
of El Toro will forever live-on 
as, “El Toro Stone”. RMC-Ca 
received entries from contest-
ants in 5 states, but none more 
so than California. Contest 
winner, Mr. Mark McKeehan 
received a $250 American Ex-
press Gift Check, a tour of 
recycle operations at El Toro 
and name recognition on-site at 
the re-development... 
ReCreteMaterials.com has 
launched onto the internet 
with graphics/animation 
that put the competition to 
shame... Demolition Divi-
sion: RMCI has completed the 
excavation, loading, transport 
and stockpiling of 96,000 CY of 
fill material from the SIA facil-
ity to filing 18. The materials 
will be used to replace the soils 
removed for environmental 
reasons.  RMCI will move an-
other 40,000 CYs in the near 
future.  The Woodpecker pro-
ject in Evergreen, Colo. razed 
two 36-year-old structures to 
make way for a new Walgreens.  
Working in a professional man-
ner in a very environmentally 
sensitive area, RMCI crews 
were able to meet the clients 
needs while at the same time 
addressing the needs of  area 
residents.  Aspen Middle 
School demolition, as outlined 
in the last Recycler, starts June 
19.  RMCI has also been 
awarded the demolition of a 
nine-story dormitory in Las 
Vegas, NM. 
 
 
Continued on page 2... 



In May, RMCI prepared to 
open two new recycle centers; 
Titan and General Chemical. 
The Titan Recycle center is 
located at 9002 N. Moore 
Road, one mile south of Titan 
Road and US Highway 85, just 
south and east of Lawrence 
Construction’s office. 
 

We started crushing concrete 
at the end of April to produce 
various recycled aggregate for 
this location. June 1st was 
opening day at the yard. Ty-
son Kent will be operating the 
loader and working with our 

customers as we further de-
velop this location. 
 

RMCI’s second new recycle 
center, the General Chemical 
Recycle Center, is located just 
south of downtown Denver at 
the General Chemical plant: 
1271 W Bayaud Ave.  General 
Chemical still operates the 
site producing and shipping 
chemicals used in water treat-
ment plants.  
 

Future plans for the site in-
clude demolition of all re-
maining buildings and con-

struction of a new mainte-
nance facility for the City of 
Denver. 
 

Also at this site: RMCI is re-
ceiving and screening mate-
rial from the old post office 
building located at 1515 
Wazee. To date, RMCI has 
received approx imately 
10,000 tons of concrete, 
steel and dirt that will be recy-
cled and reused on-site and in 
downtown Denver.  RMCI will 
also receive material from the 
Rocky Mountain News build-
ing demolition on Colfax Ave. 
RMCI plans to develop this 
center into an important re-
source for downtown con-
struction.   

In order to be qualified to bid 
on prospective job opportuni-
ties as part of the pre-
qualification process, a com-
pany must usually submit 
their past three (3) years of 
safety information.  The infor-
mation includes how many 
injuries a company reported 
per year and how a company 
compares with other compa-
nies concerning worker com-
pensation insurance claims.  
If a company’s safety record 
is below the industry average 

As discussed in meetings with 
RMCI employees in recent 
months, this industry has 
become increasingly aware of 
the benefits of having and 
maintaining an exemplary 
safety program.  As RMCI 
continues to expand its mis-
sion in terms of demolition, 
site remediation and work for 
various governmental con-
tractors, it continues to be-
come increasingly important 
to maintain a good safety 
record. 

(as RMCI has been in recent 
years) then that company is 
allowed to advance through 
the procurement process. 
 

It is also important that RMCI 
crews work safe, maintain a 
safe work environment, wear 
appropriate Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPE) and 
follow all safety require-
ments.  “It’s the right thing to 
do!”   RMCI’s most important 
concern is that all employees 
go home uninjured every 
evening to be with family and 
to enjoy the remainder of 
each day. 
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struction and to highway con-
struction and equipment op-
eration has JC working most 
of RMCI’s top projects like the 
Aspen School Project, Park 
Hill, Rentech Civil and Rocky 
Flats; and getting acquainted 
with other RMCI long-timers 
with whom he hadn’t worked 
before, like Myron Saylor.  
Last summer the two worked 
closely in Ft. Morgan on the I-
76 project.  “That was one of 
the better jobs we’ve had in 
the summer for quite a few 
years…good camaraderie,” JC 
explains.  Despite the wind 

and hot summer weather, JC 
has a fondness for the area.  
He still has his camper set up 
there (It was purchased with 
the Ft. Morgan job in mind) 
and visits when possible. 
 

Once wondering if they’d ever 
be grandparents, JC and his 
wife of 35 years, Mary Ann, 
have welcomed 10 grandkids 
in just six years; two of the 
children were born this May.  
JC, now the full-time babysit-
ter, enjoys having his four 
children and their families 
nearby.   
 

“Variety is the spice of life 
they say,” JC recalls.  Sounds 
like JC’s life is extra spicy! 

James C. “JC” Walford began 
his construction career when 
many of RMCI’s current em-
ployees were in grammar 
school.  So it comes as no 
surprise that, as RMCI’s cur-
rent Project Manager of 
Demolition, JC has worked in 
nearly every state west of the 
Mississippi River and can 
operate nearly every piece of 
equipment in RMCI’s fleet. 

  
JC came to RMCI from Hensel 
Phelps in 1998.  A recent 
shift from environmental con-
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Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL): RMCI is looking forward 
to working in concert with the 
Bechtel Mentor-Protégé Organi-
zation in the design and con-
struction of site roads/routes at 
the LANL Barrow Pit (TA-61).  The 
project will include development 
of plans and specifications re-
lated to road improvements, 
utilities, equipment, etc.  RMCI 
will provide spec. material for a 
“test” cap and cover placement 
over Material Disposal Areas, 
similar to the Biota Product used 
at the Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal...Rocky Flats: RMCI has been 
awarded a Basic Order Agree-
ment contract with the Depart-
ment of Energy Legacy Manage-
ment Prime Contractor for Gen-
eral Construction Project Sup-
port at the Rocky Flats site. Pro-
ject Site support will include 
maintenance of site access 
roads used for well monitoring 
activities, snow removal, repair/
maintenance of ground water 
treatment systems, water moni-
toring wells, landscape groom-
ing, erosion control seeding for 
revegetation, security fence re-
pairs and more.  This opportunity 
may assist in managing our “off-
season” work load opportunities 
in the winter months...Park Hill: 
The Detention Pond project is 
complete.  The collaborative 
efforts of employees of several 
construction companies coupled 
with oversight by Parsons Corpo-
ration and the Department of 
Public Works for the City and 
County of Denver are to be con-
gratulated for a teaming commit-
m e n t  t o  “ g e t - t h e - j o b -
done”...Rentech Civil: RMCI has 
been awarded the contract for 
site civil and concrete construc-
tion on the pilot plant being built 
to transform Wyoming coal into a 
liquid fuel product through a 
chemical gasification process.  
The work consists of construc-
tion of multiple concrete founda-
tions for tanks, towers, cooling 
vessels, etc.  All concrete is be-
ing supplied by ReCrete Materi-
als, Inc. using recycled aggregate 
mix designs.   
 


